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came the nation’s leader. But despite
the swirling uncertainties about the
future of the Affordable Care Act
(ACA) and other questions, prevention and treatment of substance use
disorders are still a part of the national drug control strategy.
There were initial concerns in
the field because the ONDCP website had disappeared, but that’s because everything that was EOP (Executive Office of the President) had
been replaced by the new White
House. Michael Botticelli, the beloved ONDCP director who had
championed recovery and, along
with Gil Kerlikowske, President
Obama’s first drug czar, a focus on
treatment and away from the drug
war, was also gone. But the programs are still there, as is the ONDCP
itself, with Kemp Chester the acting
director. Chester joined ONDCP as
associate director for the National
Heroin Coordination Group in October 2015. He retired from the Army,
where he worked for 27 years; his
last tour was at the Defense Intelligence Agency, working on counternarcotics.
We asked Andrew Kessler, principal with Slingshot Solutions, about
how the changes will affect the SUD
field. “We are in a situation that is
not unique to our field,” said Kessler,
who lobbies on behalf of behavioral
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health providers. “A lot of people
across government are very curious
to see how this plays out.”
Kessler zeroed in on community
policing as a key question going forward. Community policing is recommended for elimination from the
Department of Justice budget by the
Heritage Foundation, something the
Trump Administration appears likely
to consider. However, Sen. Jeff Sessions, nominee for Attorney General, has in the past been a big sup-
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porter — as is Kessler. “I think
community policing can play a huge
role in working with the treatment
communityon diversion programs,
prevention programs, any number
of programs,” he said.

SAMHSA leadership team
In addition, the leadership team
at the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) consists of career officials
with longtime experience in the pro-
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